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T ou know

i

you have a
good relationship with

_ your clients when they
let you tromp 230 stranpers
through their fimished house.
Dehorah and Kevin Malone of
J.P. Malone Construction had
no difficulty at all convincing
Denms and Robin Krveh (o
t'["L‘J'I =.h|.'ll' mew Susionm |I|||l|||_'
in Scotisdide, Ariz., (o several
busloads of 1996 NAHB Cus-
tom Builder Symposium gtten-

dees. “We're predty Frl'l'lh.! of

thus house,” say the Kryches
"I’ o Title oasis for us m the

middle of the desert.”

of 1S

A COURTYARD HOME, DESERT LIVING IS EASY.

Ihe house absorbed the
crowd of builders effortlessly
And vet on another occasion
when only two visitors werne
present, the house seemed per-
fectly cory and comforable.
How can a house make so
many and so few feel right ot
home? 1t°s all about flow,

While no

especially large, many  have

ORE  room s
sightlines and circulation routes
through the central courtyard 1o
other rooms and the outdoors,
“The Kryches wanted & strong
indacr-outdoor presence,” savs
Kevin

Malone, who handles

|_OM SITE

By S. CLAIRE CONROY

the siting and construction
responsibilities of the desizn-
build firm. “From October to
May. we do Iots of living ou-
dowrs in the Phoenix area. And
even in the summer, i's 85
degrees with low humidiry a
night.” And so this 3,000-plus-
square-foot home has roughly
another 5.000 square feet of
protected outdoor space, n
cluding the central courtyard;
a smaller courtyard off the
children’s wing, and a covered
sitting ared at the rear of the
house. YT we filled i those
spaces, we'd have a 10,000
sipuare-fool house,” Kevin ob-
HEMVES

“I was adamant about
having a courtvard house,”
says Robin Krveh, My father
wits Hispamc and he grew up
with the tradition of courtyard
houses.™ She and ler hoshind,

Dennis, also thought it would







[etails: Distinewishing Elements

Deborah Malone is always
searching for ways to make
each house she designs look
and feel different. B Working
closely with clients, Deborah

develops custom details that

express something personal about the way they live. Such was the case with these tile "placemats” (top,

left) she designed for the Kryches. "I thought, ‘With their small children, wouldn't it be fun to have placemats

on the kitchen island? ™ she recalls. "We had the fringes sandblasted on,” Although the design was a big hit,

she'll never repeat it in another house. "We only do things once,” she says emphatically, B The same rule

applies to fireplaces. Although the Malones have designed at least three fireplaces for each of the 30-plus

houses they've built so far, no two are alike. "Each fireplace fits the feel of a particular room," says Deborah

For this kiva-style fireplace (top, right), she suggested the owners find a boulder to incorparate in the

design. They found one on site, and commissioned the fireplace screen from a local artisan,—S$.C.C.

make the best use of their

property. a rare 20-acre parce
of desert with & meandering

b1

1950s Jeep trail. a sprinkling of

venerable sapuaro cacti, and a
view of Pinnacle Peak i the dis
tnnce, “There are certain places
in the house where you can look
ouldoors and not see another
house,” says Dennis, It makes
21} acres seem like 10,000,
Deborah  Malone,

designs the firm’s houses,

who
devised & Mexican hacienda
look- for the project. With its
charactensiic verandas, court-
yards, and roof overhangs, the
style made possible the shel-
tered outdoor living areas the
Kryehes wanted

Kevin's sirtesic siting

hilped Keep both indoor and

i At 1997

outdoor spaces liveable, While
Deborah handles the architee-
ture, 1t's Kevin's job “wo figure
out how the house will work
on the site,” he says. He paces
each lot with a can of spray
pant to mark views, vegeta-
TR |_'I|'l.!|l..,'l..,':_ .lI:LI Onentatons
tovward the sun, It's a sk he no
longer performs with his sun-
glasses on. “When we're mark-
ing the site, that's when we run
across the nests of snakes,” he
Siys, composure intact. “Tve
been more than lucky on a
number of peeasions.”

In the desert, though, the
scorching sun 154 more for
midable enemy, “We put out-
door living areas to the south
and we put the garuge on the

west side as-a heat block.” he

siys, The hotiest exposure, fuc-
ing northwest, he saves for the
hunkered-down front elevation
The house itself pro ides shade
for backyard revelers

The

takes its twll on bulding maten

harsh climate also
als, especially species of wood
used on the externor. Those

charming pecled-pine vega
colummnsg, the lartices of peeled
saplings called lutillas, ond the
chistressed cedar entry doors all
take @ beating in the sun. From
cxpenence, Kevin knows the

vegas will suffer most, *All

vegas crack and split down the
center of the log as they dry
out, as the: mosture escapes,”
he explains. It's something he
his about

Wl cuslomers

while theyre still in the design




Although kiva (or
heehive) fireplaces
have no mantels, they
do have display
ledges. This kiva is
elevated for viewing
from bed. So is the
entertainment center,
otherwise hidden by
saguare-ribbed doors.







